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  He is Risen! Alleluia! 

 ―Entering the tomb, they 
saw a young man sitting on the 
right side, dressed in a white 
robe; and they were amazed‖ 
(Mk.16:5). 
    ―The other disciple...bent 
down and saw the linen cloths 
lying flat…. Then Simon Pe-
ter…entered [and] saw the linen 
cloths lying flat. The napkin, 
which had been around his head 
was not lying flat like the other 
linen cloths but lay rolled up in 
its place‖ (Jn. 20:3-7). 
    Perhaps the disciples were not 
so much ―amazed‖ that the tomb 
was empty (Mary Magdalene 
had already told them) but by the 
fact that everything inside the 
tomb was so neat and tidy! The 
cloths were neatly placed. The 
bandage-like cloth that had been 
wound around Jesus’ head had 
been re-rolled and was in its 
proper place. The other linen 
cloths were lying flat (the He-
brew verb here includes the 
sense of being set or placed 
properly). The cloths in the emp-
ty  tomb  were  not  simply  
discarded and thrown around. 
     This indicates that the body  
of Jesus   had   not   been   stolen  
(cf. Mt. 28:13) or quickly  
removed  by robbers or anyone 
else. The disciples were amazed 
at the orderliness of the tomb. 
Whatever had occurred here was 
planned. The neatly placed lin-
ens indicate that the one who 

was using them had finished with them 
and had purposely left them aside. Jesus 
had indeed risen from the dead as he 
promised and had entered a new realm 
where his glorified body no longer needed 
earthly cloths. Finished with them, he left 
them neatly in the tomb. 
     When Lazarus was raised from the 
dead he brought his tomb cloths with him: 
ñThe dead man came out... his hands and 
feet bound with bandages, and his face 
wrapped with clothò (Jn.11:44). Lazarus 
had not entered this new realm; he had 
simply re-entered the earthly realm and 
would die again. He still needed his earth-
ly cloths. 
    The earthly cloths here symbolise the 
earthly body that we are all dressed in. As 
soon  as  Jesus was  born  and  took on  a  
human body – his mother wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths (Luke 2:7).     
    The dictionary says: ―Swaddling - to 
swathe (bind) in bandages. Swaddling 
cloths ï in which infants were formerly 
wrapped to restrain them.ò 

     When God became man 
He agreed to allow Himself to 
be ―bound‖ by the earthly 
cloths of human flesh. It is  
not simply a coincidence that  
Jesus was wrapped in these 
earthly cloths when He was 
born, and that He neatly left 
the linen cloths aside when He 
rose from the dead. The earth-
ly binding cloths feature at the 
beginning and at the end of 
the earthly life of Jesus. This 
is surely intentional – another 
sign that Jesus did indeed rise 
from the dead - and helps us 
understand the mystery of this 
profound, amazing and awe-
some event that we celebrate 
every Easter. Alleluia!        

Unbinding the Earthly Cloths  by Fr. Pat Kelly, SMA 

Above:  A replica of the Empty Tomb, part of 
a Stations of the Cross in Lungi, Sierra Leone. 

Above:  Fr. Pat Kelly, SMA 
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New Missionaries for Liberia and Tanzania 

Above:  SMA Fr. Michael Moran, Provincial Superior, with  
A.S.C. Sisters (L-R)  Raphael Ann Drone, Eric Albrecht, Jan Renz, 
(A.S.C. Regional Leader), Mary Evelyn Nagle,  Martha Wachtel  
and Barbara Hudock (A.S.C. Regional Councilor) in the SMA.A.F.  
Formation Center, Takoma Park, Maryland, following the December 
13, 2009 SMA.A.F. Commissioning Ceremony. 

Above: Newly Commissioned 
SMA.A.F. Missionaries!  

(L-R)  Sr. Raphael Ann Drone, 
Tom Fagan, Jackie Madden and 
Rachel Gillman cut their cake at 
the reception. 

Above:  Heather Mancil, SMA Lay 
Missionary (center) with her parents 
Mike and Lou Mancil following 
Heather’s Commissioning Mass on 
January 9, 2010.    

SMA Shares Good News! 
Five generous missionaries 
have stepped forward to com-
mit to serving for two years 
with the SMA Association of 
the Faithful (SMA.A.F.). This 
new life is a great blessing for 
SMA and for our African 
brothers and sisters where they 
will serve.  Three of them, Sr. 
Raphael Ann Drone, A.S.C., 
Rachel Gillman and Jaclyn 
Madden, left on January 24th 
for their mission assignments 
in Liberia. 

SMA.A.F. and A.S.C.  Col-
laboration:  In Liberia, SMA 
and the A.S.C. Sisters (Adorers 
of the Blood of Christ) have a 
long history of collaborating 
together in mission. With the 
blessing and approval of the 
A.S.C. leadership team, this 
collaboration continues. 

Sister Raphael Ann returned 
to serve in Liberia under the 

SMA umbrella. A seasoned 
missionary who previously  
served in Liberia for 17 years, 
she is very happy to be return-
ing.  She is the first A.S.C. Sis-
ter to take up a mission assign-
ment in Liberia since the 1992 
tragedy when the war claimed 
the lives of five American 
A.S.C. Sisters. 

Tom Fagan left January 5th.  
and began the four-month Kis-
wahili language and culture 
course in Musoma, Tanzania.  
After Language School, he will 
be assigned to rural Kilulu and 
join the SMA Team there. 

Heather Mancil joined Tom 
in Language School in Febru-
ary for her refresher course. 
Heather previously learned 
Kiswahili when she served for 
two years in Kenya in 2001-
2003. Following her studies, 
Heather will serve in Mwanza, 
Tanzania. 

Please keep our new Missionaries 
in your prayers as they begin their 
mission assignments in Liberia and 
Tanzania. 
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This holy season recalls the 
Passion of Jesus as well as the 
joy and triumph of the Resur-
rection. That Passion still goes 
on in the suffering of his fol-
lowers, as the Letter to the 
Colossians (1:24) says, ―fill— 
ing up what is lacking in the 
afflictions of Christ.‖ Mis-
sionaries and ministers of the 
Church in Africa continue to 
offer their service and their 
lives, sometimes at the great-
est cost. 
In November and December 
2009, there was a particularly 
tragic time in widely scattered 
areas of Africa.  In a few 
weeks, five Church personnel 
were killed. Two missionary 
priests and one local priest 
gave their lives as victims of 
armed robberies: Fr. Jean 
Gaston Buli of the Diocese 
of Bunia in Democratic Re-
public of Congo, was shot in 
his parish office on November 
9 by thieves. On December 7, 
Canadian Missionary of Afri-
ca Fr. Louis Blondel, 70, was 
shot in his bedroom by teen-

age robbers in a poor area of 
Diepsloot, South Africa. In 
Kenya, Kiltegan Father Jere-
miah Roche, 68, who had 
been a missionary in the coun-
try for 40 years, was stabbed in 
his Kericho rectory on Decem-
ber 10. Two other persons died 
violently in eastern Congo, but 
in incidents that reflect the war 
turmoil of the region rather 
than simple robbery: Fr. Dan-
iel Cizimya of the Archdio-
cese of Bukavu was shot in the 
priests’ house on December 5. 
On December 7, Trappist Sis-
ter Denisa Kahambo Mu-
rahirwa was gunned down in 
the corridor of her monastery 
near Bukavu. These latter 
murders probably reflect a con-
scious plot to cause discord be-
tween the local population and 
the authorities. Archbishop 
Monsengwo of Kinshasa said 
these attacks were ―intention- 
ally directed at the Catholic 
Church and its mission of 
peace and reconciliation.‖ 
In the early days of the 
Church in Rome, the custom of 

the Christians was to bury 
their beloved martyrs, and 
then to celebrate the Liturgy 
upon their very graves, to 
honor them and to commemo-
rate their passage to God. In 
Washington DC, this custom 
was recently imitated. The Af-
rica Faith and Justice Net-
work, an advocacy group for 
Africa supported by SMA, 
sponsored a Mass in the Afri-
ca Chapel of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate 
Conception, to commemorate 
Church personnel killed in Af-
rica. Though the participants 
were fewer than the hundreds 
present at the funerals in Afri-
ca, this Mass also commemo-
rated the ultimate sacrifice of 
the Church personnel, who 
now await their own Resur-
rection. 
 
In your prayers, please re-
member these victims of vio-
lence, their families and reli-
gious communities. 

Walking the Way of the Cross   by Stephen Price  

Left:  Mass in 
memory of recent 
tragic deaths in 
Africa is celebrat-
ed in the Chapel 
of Our Mother of 
Africa, in the Na-
tional Shrine of the 
Immaculate Con-
ception, Washing-
ton, DC, on De-
cember 17, 2009.  
Chief celebrant 
(center) is Xaveri-
an Fr. Rocco 
Puopolo, Director 
of the Africa 
Faith and Justice 
Network. 
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A Mission For All Ages! 

The value of a person never di-
minishes. As a child of God, 
each person is infinitely and un-
conditionally loved by God. Fol-
lowing Christ calls for each of us 
to ―love one another.‖ The chal-
lenge is to look within oneself 
and embrace God’s law of love 
in all that we are and do. Follow-
ing Jesus is counter-cultural! 
Modern trends in Western Socie-
ty appear to devalue persons by 
their age, disabilities, gender, in-
come, illnesses and other chal-
lenges that people face in their 
journey through life. We are 
called to resist this erroneous and 
deprecating notion. 
   As SMA Missionaries, we 
have been privileged to walk 
with our African brothers and 
sisters, learning from them and 
sharing in their joys and sorrows 
of daily life. In African cultures, 
the elderly are highly esteemed 
and cared for in their senior 
years. The elder is always a vital 
part of the family - the wise one 

with stories, life experiences and 
wisdom that will guide the 
younger ones. There is a deep 
respect for the elderly. 
  Some of our own older mis-
sionaries, fit this description. 
They are physically removed 
from the ―missions‖ for various 
reasons but still remain a positive 
and influential force in our ap-
proach to mission. 
The work of spreading the 
Good News needs wholehearted 
and fully-alive persons of every 
age, who daily live life to the 
fullest, doing their best, faithfully 
- and trusting the results to God. 
We only need to remember St. 
Therese who became co-patro- 
ness of the Missions just by of-
fering her prayers and sufferings.  
Even those whose health does 
not allow them to go to Africa 
have an urgently needed role. 
   Today we have Missionaries 
in their 70’s and 80’s and those 
in their 20’s and 30’s. Both are 
vital. The young know no bounds 
to their zeal and hopes and set 
out on a path laden with experi-
ences, both good and bad. The 
ups and downs of daily life will 
mold them, while the older mis-
sionaries have ―been there‖ and 
have gained a wisdom anchored 
in reality and proven through 
life’s storms. They offer calming 
advice to the young. The old and 
young make good companions on 
life’s journey. 

Above: Top (L-R): Fr. Eliecer 
Sandoval, SMA, Miss Amanda  
Mijangos, and Fr. Dan Cullen, 
SMA. 
Bottom (L-R): SMA Fathers  John 
Murray, Dermot Roache, and 
James Hickey. 
             Good Companions! 

Above:  Fr. Joseph Marwa, SMA 
and Ted Hayden, SMA, while they 

worked together in Barraken, 
Liberia. 

Akolo J. Has Surgery 

    Steve Phillips, SMA Lay 
Missionary, currently is assigned 
to the Hope for Life Project in Ac-
cra, Ghana. Last October, he made 
a major leap-in-faith, re-opening 
―Bethany House‖ for the Hope for 
Life Members. He and his team are 
very grateful to all HFL support-
ers, especially to SMA American 
Province benefactors for their do-
nation to help keep the project go-
ing.  
He recently spoke of Akolo J. 
who was in desperate need of sur-
gery. For over a year he had seri-
ous pain and increasing difficulties 
in getting around with his crutches 
- leading to hospital visits and 
learning that a surgery to insert 
screws into his spine was needed 
or he would never be able to move. 
His surgery was scheduled for ear-
ly February and the cost was stipu-
lated in $ 1200. 
Akolo waited and tried to find 
the money so he could have his 
surgery. While waiting, his mobili-
ty continued to decline. He no 
longer went home - sleeping and 
eating in the same place where he 
repaired people’s watches during 
the day. When he had about half of 
the amount needed, he went ahead 
with the operation trusting in 
God’s providence. The surgery 
was performed in February. Mean-
while Steve continues to look for 
funds to take care of Akolo’s med-
ical needs during his convales-
cence, as well as pay the rest of his 
surgery bill.  

Above: Akolo J. in Accra, Ghana. 


